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_ Welcome to this f1rst edition of the LatV|an European Commumty Studles Asso—

ciation Newsletter!

The Newsletter aims at informing those interested in the development of Euro- .

pean Studies in this country-by reporting on conferences, seminars and work-

-shops, by providing interviews and by fostering debate. -

It is evident to most that higher-education and research must respond to the chal-

lenges and effects of European Union enlargement. To meet these challenges and -

to establish a forum for dealing with them we launched the Latvian European

“Community Studies Association; LECSA, almost 5 years'ago.- :
The development of interdisciplinary European Studies programmes at the uni-

versity level is an obvious strategy for the higher education institutions. It pro-

_vides students with an opportunity to acquire a solid knowledge about Europe

and the European Union. Establishment of such programmes will also-contribute

to create a stimulating research environment of teachers with different methodo- .

logical background but with focus in their research at the economic, social and

- pohtrcal development of the European Union. One of the first activity of LECSA

is European Studies masters’ programme development at the Unlver51ty of Lat-

via, Faculty of Economics and Management. The programme is successful w1th :

approximately 100 students enrolhng per year.

" European Studies programimes in many universities.are part-of the European

Community Study Association (ECSA), anetwork for several hundred European
Studies programmes at universities in all continents. ECSA is linked to the Euro-

. pean Commission via the Jean Monnet Project. Another early activity of LECSA

was membershlp of ECSA. In add1t10n several of LECSA’s activities are sup-
ported by the Jean Monnet Project..

Now, after almost five years of activity LECSA is entering 4 new phase of its de-

“velopment. The Association has evolved from a bridge-type organisation, linking,

higher institutions of education'in Latvia; to an umbrella-type organization and
the Association has experienced fruitful cooperation in a number of projects that

_are focused on national as well as 1nternat10nal aspects.

We look forward to inform our audience about news and events in th1s and com—'
mg newsletters Hope you w111 find them mterestmg C
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LECSA ACTIVITIES

. Conference

YouREC ‘
Young Researchers Enlargement Conferences.
nga June 3 5, 2004, Un1vers1ty of LatV1a

In June 3 — 5 the 27d YouREC project conference was held at University of Latvia.
.. The YouREC project provides a regional network that enables young researchers, mostly
- doctoral students, from the participating countries to present their research findings before _
audiences that are informed and critical as well. The network includes:
the Jean Monnet.Centre of Excellence of the Freie Universitiat Berlin (coord1nator),
the Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence of the University-of Sussex
‘the Jean Monnet Centre of Exellence, University of Szezecin, and
. the Centre for European and-Transition Studies at the University of Latvia. -
- The YouREC project is sponsored by the European Commission. The Directorate- General ‘
for Education and Culture has granted the The Freie Universitit Berlin’s Centre of Excel-

. lence, as coordinator, and three -other distinguished research institutions in Latvia, Poland
- and the United K1ngdom support for a series of conferences on Political, Economic and Fi-

nancial Dimensions of an Enlarging Eurozone which have started in fall 2003.

.. The conferences are organised 3-4 times per year, in each of the participating countries.

- The first host of the conference has been the Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence in Sczec1n-
Poland (held from January 30, 2003 — February 1, 2004).
_ In June 3 -5, 2004 the 2" YouREC conference took place at Un1vers1ty of Latv1a 8 young

- researchers from Latvia, two—from Poland, two—from Germany and a PhD student from

Great Britain were presenting their analysis. However, not only students from the involved

. institutions were introducing their. thesis—researchers from -Denmark, Estoma and the
- Netherlands'were discussing their issues of interest with the audience.

The 3rd YouREC conference has.taken place in.November 25 — 27, 2004 in the Sussex

.. European Institute, Great Britain. Three participants from Latvia—Ms. Liga Sondore, Ms.
- Evija Bleidele and Mr. Andris Kuznieks had a chance to present thelr research findings.

For more information please visit the home page http: / /www.yourec.org

Seminar.
LatV|an European Communlty Studles Assomatlon (LECSA)
- Seminar = =
R|ga June 12 2004 European Informat|on Centre

On Saturday, June " 12 2004 a seminar Research and Knowledge Development w1th1n ,
European Studies after the Accession” orgamsed by LECSA took place in nga at the Euro-

- pean Information Centre.

Seminar dealt with themes on research development in European Studles in Latv1a and the1r _
influence on competitiveness of Latvia in European: Union. Discussion was arranged by invited

- experts and organisations involved or interested in involvement in development and teaching

" of European’ Studies programmes. Moreover, contacts between research part1c1pants on the .
basis of mutual profitability were made. :

. European Studies programme experts— Hanze Un1ver51ty Gronlngen Professor Frans So—
" mers and Professor Friedrich Lehmann from Un1vers1ty of Bremen offered their experlence _
in related issues of- study process. - :

- Although the seminar is annual; it was recogmsed by the European Comm1ss1on and sup-
- ported by the Jean Monnet PI’O_]eCt



' Confe rence’
“TOWARDS UNITED STATES OF EUROPE: FUTURE CHALLENGES AN D PO-
- TENTIAL SOLUTIONS”
"Riga, De¢ember 8-9, 2004, University of Latvia’

" In December 8- 9, 2004 the Student Conference “Towards United States of Europe Future

" Challenges and Potential Solutions” was held at University of Latvia. '
The Conference was organised by the LECSA Student Forum, which is a part of LECSA and
" was founded in 2002/2003 academlc year to follow European Studles programmes stu—

" dents'interests."

The first day of the Conference was devoted to the presentations of the H.E.Emilio Lorenzo
" Sierra, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Kingdom of Spain (“Position
* of Spain with Regards to the European Union”), Dr. Einars Semanis, Deputy State Secre-
~ tary of Ministry of Foreign Affairs (“Challenges and Opportunities for Turkey Joining the
" European Union”), and Prof. Juris Bojars, University of Latvia, Institute of Internatlonal
" Relations (“The European Union: Nation or Conferederation of States?”).
~ On the second day students from University of Latvia and other educatlonal 1nst1tut1ons
" were.presenting their research results that were followed by discussion. :
" The Conference participants were European Studies Master Programmes’ students from
~ University of Latvia, Riga Graduate School of Law, Stockholm School of Econom1cs
" Riga. Stradins University.
" The Conference was sponsored by the European Comm1ss1on Jean Monnet PI‘O_]eCt and
supported by University of Latvia.
' For more 1nformat1on please v151t the home page http / /www lu lv/leksa/en/mdex html

' EUROPEAN STUDIES MASTER PROGRAMME—VIEW FROM GRADUATES -

g Art1s Pur1ns Gradutate of the European Stud1es Master Programme,
University of Latvia - o - : - . o
Interv1ew R1ga 28 October 2004'

What 1S your current occupat1on" :
I am a Ph.D. student in pol1t1cal sc1ence as well D1rector of European Umon Informatlon

" centre (EUIC)

Could you name the reasons to choose the European Studles Master Pro- '

- gramme?

I entered it in 2002 -a time of pre- referendum It was important to-acquire knowledge for -
my _]Ob be31des studymg I was Dlrector of EUIC Studles helped to manage my Job better

What are your br1ghtest impressions from thlS Study Programme‘?

Definitely “the trip to Brussels” - thanks to it a poss1b111ty to get acquainted with institu-

- tions of the European Union was given. Besides, my memories are linked with great course-
mates and “international dimension” offered via lectures I want to note that half from all
the lectures was in Enghsh

. You were at respons1ble post already wh1le studymg How- do you rate a possi--
bility to combine studies at Master level and making progress in your career?

" As I mentioned, studies helped me as a clear-aim was nominated: studies had to supple-

ment work and work — studies. On the whole there were no problems for me to combine
both things. Of course, it was ea51er since my work place was s1tuated only ten m1nutes

- walk from Faculty



' Whom would you recommend to study in the European Stud1es Master Pro-
~ gramme?
" To those for whom it is meant — for people who have graduated programmes in polltlcal
" science, economics, law and who wish to look wider to European issues. Thé programime is’
~adjusted for people interested in the EU problemacy. This programme can take nothing
" away from you, it can only give you a possibility to look at things related the EU from differ-
" ent perspective. If a work is connected with questlons of the EU and there is a'wish to’ '
deepen your knowledge in these issues, then itis an excellent cho1ce

' What WOuld you w'ish to next _students'of Europea_n St’ud_ie's Master Pro-
gramme" :
" In any case, to be active and to study with interest and motivation. Exper1ence gamed dur- "
~ ing the Soviet Union has left its marks and that is why everyone has to promote in oneself
. activity and pos1t1ve thmkmg Itis 1mportant to develop your own “PR” and to thmk about

" Mr.. Andris KuZnieks—gradutate of the European Studles Master Pro-
- gramme, University of Latvia

| . Inter_v1ew. R_1ga, 10_November 20_04 :

'~ What is your current occupation?
~ Iworkin. M1n1stry of Reg1onal Development and Local Governments

' Could you name the reasons to choose the European Studles Master Pro-
. gramme?

I wanted to start my- master studles in 2000. At that t1me it was a new programme offermg

~ opportunities to obtain knowledge and review actual questions in connection with the =
. European Union (EU). The urgency of the programme was defined by Latvia’s wish to enter
~ the EU.In add1t10n knowledge about issues of the Umon became more and more necessary
- inmy _]Ob ' '

" What are your brightest impressions from this Study Programme? :

~ The first memories are linked with the collective — it was good. We were not a large group —
about fifty people — that ensured nice study process., For example, relations with lecturers

~ developed differently, it would not be possible if we were two hundred. It is also nice to re-

- member competent professors. The opportunity to listen foreign lecturers, for instance,

o - M.Hansen and A. Vanags seemed something completely new and unknown. I got my

Bachelor Degree in the Faculty of Economics and Management and that is why I found in-
~ teresting the possibility offered by European Study programme to enlarge knowledge and

o to get notion also in questions on law and poht1cal science.

" You worked along with studles Did you successfully manage to comblne stud-
. ies and work? .
1 already worked in time of Bachelor Stud1es and contmued wh1le studymg at Master Stud—
~ ies. It was easy to combine — a lot of people did it. Everything is possible..

' Whom would you recommend to study in the European Stud1es Master Pro-

- gramme?

_ First, for those who wish to work in pubhc sector and who have work connected with issues
- of the EU, for instance, reglonal polltlcs employment And for those who see their place -
~ working in the EU institutions.

' What would you w1sh to next students of European Studles Master Pro-

- gramme?

. To continue educatmg yourself also after studies in issues related with the EU and to follow
- up news as well as keep up the thmgs you have started ' : : :



REPORTS, PUBLICATIONS, WORKING PAPERS

Turkey and the EU: Finally “Yes”? | _
Author: Toms Rostoks
. Lecturer and Ph.D. student
Department of Political Science .

Faculty of Social Sciences
University of Latvia

. E-mail: Rostoks@lanet.lv *

_European Cornmlssmn S Verdlct regardmg the p0551b111ty of startlng accessmn negotlatlons with Tur-
key was announced on 6th October, 2004. Of course, this is only the first step towards starting acces-
sion negotiations. The European Council should also say its “yes” to starting accession negotiations.
with Turkey in December 2004, but very few expect that the Council will overturn Commission’s rec-
‘ommeéndation: No date on starting negotiations has yet been set, however Commission has already -
been keen on warning Turkey that negotiations can be postponed or stopped at any point. This is not
to mention that Commission’s report on Turkey’s readiness to open accession negotiations'is very =
explicit in saying that Turkey s readmess is pohtlcally sufﬁc1ent but- that there is a lot work to-do for
Ankarat.

1Recommendation of the European Commission en Turkey’s progress-towards accession. Communication from the Commis-
sion te the Couneil and the European Parliament. Brussels,-06.10.2004. .
‘http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report 2004/pdf tr recommendatlon en. Ddf

Detailed article available at web page http://www.lu.lv/leksa/en/research.html




