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In the framework of the 75th scientific conference of the University of Latvia (LU) and State research programme Project No. 2014.10-4/VPP-6/4 for the first time is organized
International and Interdisciplinary Symposium

“Sand and Glass”

The symposium will take place at the Academic Center for Natural Sciences of the University of Latvia on March 3rd and 4th, 2017.
Sand and sand-sized particles are widely distributed sediments on the Earth. They are linked to many sedimentological aspects, paleoclimate, weathering of rocks, transportation of material and grain rounding, as well as their wide application in the ancient and modern times. Yet, glass is widely used in medicine, food industry, biomaterials and nanomaterials, as well as in optical equipment and communication technologies defines the wide spectrum of the research in this field.

The diverse nature of sand, properties of its structure and chemical composition along with the physically mechanical features and their wide application is the main reason for its profound studies in physics, chemistry, medicine, biology, geology, agriculture, material sciences, archaeology, planetary sciences and other scientific fields, including history of arts, ethnography and folklore.
The aim of this symposium is to gather representatives of different scientific fields involved in sand and sand-sized particle studies, their metamorphosis and fusions with further application in various fields, thus promoting new vision and interaction between the researchers for development of mutual interdisciplinary research of sand. During the symposium special time and attention will be paid to discussions and exchange of experience between researchers. 

You are cordially invited!

The working languages of symposium are English and Latvian. To participate in the symposium please fill in the registration form (see Annex 1.) and send it to organizers: agnese.kukela@lu.lv. 
Deadline for registration form submission is January 6, 2017. 

There is an option to submit an extended abstract (scientific paper) in Latvian or English (2 -7 pages) related to the topics of the symposium to be published in the Scientific issue of publications (collective monograph). 

Deadline for paper submission is January 30, 2016. 
Guidelines for contributors are enclosed in the Annex 2. 

The programme of the symposium will be sent by e-mail and published on the web-site of the LU in February 2016. 

Preliminary thematic sessions of the symposium: 

	S1. Sand and Sandstone geology 
Session chairmen: Asoc.prof. Ģirts Sinkulis (LU)

	

	
S1.1. Relief forms of sand 


Session chairmen: Dr.geol. Māris Krievāns (LU)

	

	
S1.2. Ground waters in sand silt 


Session chairmen: Dr.geol. Aija Dēliņa (LU), Dr.sc.ing. Aivars Spalviņš (Riga Technical University)

	

	S2. Sandy soil and its properties
Session chairmen: Dr.geol. Jānis Karušs (LU)

	

	S3. Sandy soil in agriculture, forestry, fruit-growing and gardening
Session chairmen: Dr.geol. Raimonds Kasparinskis (LU)  

	

	
S3.1. Field crops and their crop in sandy soil 


Session chairmen: Dr.agr.  Līvija Zariņa (Institute of Agricultural Resources and Economic)

	

	
S3.2. Sand soil in gardening and orcharding, cultivation in greenhouses and hotbed crops

Session chairmen: Dr.biol. Signe Tomsone (LU)

	

	
S3.3. Sand as habitat: plants, microorganisms, animals 

Session chairmen: Prof. Ģederts Ieviņš (LU)

	

	S4. Sand in environment technology and purification
Session chairmen: Prof. Māris Kļaviņš (LU)

	

	S5. Sand, glass, glassy coatings and crystalline materials 

Session chairmen: Dr.habil.chem. Gaida Maruta Sedmale (Riga Technical University)

	

	

	S6. Sand and glass in place-names of Latvia

Session chairmen: Prof. Zaiga Krišjāne (LU)  

	

	S7. Glass in Arts

Session chairmen: Mag.art. Ernests Vītiņš

	

	S8. School: Signs in the sand and sand as signs

Session chairmen: Doc. Gunta Kalvāne (LU)

	


Annex 1
	Registration form 

for participation at the 
International and Interdisciplinary symposium

“Sand and Glass”

of the 75th Scientific conference of LU


	Name*

	

	Surname*

	

	Title


	

	Affiliation/institution*

	

	Address


	

	e-mail*

	

	Phone no.


	

	

	Type of presentation * 


	□ Oral              □ Poster

	Title of presentation*

	

	Author/-s*


	

	

	Chosen session *
	□ S1. 


□ S1.1. 

□ S1.2.    

□ S2.


□ S3. 


□ S3.1.                    □ S3.2.

□ S3.3.    

□ S4.                      □ S5.                    □ S6.


□ S7. 


□ S8.


*Mandatory fields

Please send the filled out form to: agnese.kukela@lu.lv
Annex 2
Scientific papers manuscript formatting requirements

Guidelines for authors

Issue of publications „Sand and Glass”

In the final stage of the State research program scientific papers (collective monograph) are prepared on topics covering Latvian subterranean depths, their useful characteristics, research methods development, but emphasizing precisely the new technologies and products that allow to obtain high-quality materials and products from the ground with high added value. At the same time the scientific research articles on sand and sandstone, vegetation in sandy soil, glass materials, application of sand and glass in modern activities and articles on other themes included in this symposium, are most welcome. 

Summary – in English; for articles submitted in English summary should be in Latvian. It includes translation of the title of the article and the most important issues. Summary should be no longer than 500 characters with spaces. It should be submitted on a separate sheet to be attached to the article text.

Key words – up to 5, not repeating the words contained in the title of the article.

Structure of the article – it is advised to follow the conventional structure: introduction, materials and methods, results, discussion, conclusions.
Text of the article should be submitted electronically in MS Word (97 and newer) format, using Times New Roman (Unicode) or compatible letters with 1,5 spacing (please see an example in Annex 2). 

Text should be written in one column, paper size A4, letter size 12 pt. 

Left and right page margins - 25 mm, top and bottom page margins - 20 mm. 

Length of the article should be up to 10 pages (for the unique data and discoveries - up to 12). The article may be supplemented by high-quality images and tables (JPEG or PNG format). Pictures, including Excel sheets should not be framed in black boxes. The axes should have clearly marked units. Image sizes are relevant (photographs must not be lower than 300 KBt) - edition will be in black and white and, therefore, contrast is very important. Inserted tables and figures should be interpreted, commented the following paragraph after the corresponding picture or tables.

Tables, images and descriptive text (legend) to be inserted directly in the text. 
Editorial Board will evaluate the submitted articles and after reviews by anonymous reviewer will give a reply on article acceptance, necessary modifications or rejection of the article. All necessary corrections author should make within 7 days otherwise the article will be rejected for publication in this edition.

Deadline for submission – January 30, 2017. The articles which are not accepted will be sent back to the authors for correction and they may be submitted again until March 15, 2017 to be published in the LU collection of articles "Earth and Environmental Sciences Series" - the instructions for authors please see here: http://www.geo.lu.lv/petnieciba/lurzvs/ 

Prepared articles should be submitted electronically and sent to e-mail: agnese.kukela@lu.lv 
