Regulations of the Cabinet of Ministers No 1001 

Riga, 27 December 2005 (minutes No 77, §2)
Procedures and Criteria for the Conferral of a Doctoral Degree in Science (Promotion)
Issued pursuant to first and second part of Section 11 of the

 Law on Scientific Activity 

I. General Provision
1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures for the conferral of the doctoral degree in science (hereinafter - Promotion) and the criteria by which the holder's academic performance is equalized to requirements of an accredited doctoral programme (hereinafter - Programme) if the doctoral degree (hereinafter - the Degree) is claimed by persons who have not studied in the respective programme.  
II. Promotion Thesis
2. The Degree is conferred for independently developed under supervision of an experienced scientist (hereinafter - Thesis Supervisor) and publicly defended doctoral thesis containing original scientific research results and new insights in the respective scientific field or sub-field. To qualify for a second degree in another discipline, it is possible to develop a thesis without Thesis Supervisor, using the industry's leading experts’ (hereinafter - Consultant) advice. The main results of Promotion Thesis must be published in scientific journals.
3. Promotion Thesis may be:

3.1. A thesis;

3.2. A thematically united set of scientific publications. Publications must be published or accepted for publication in research issues, which are unanimously reviewed, internationally available from repositories of scientific information and are quoted on internationally available databases;

3.3. A monograph – a reviewed scientific paper devoted to a single theme which is internationally available from scientific information repositories, contain a bibliography and a summary in a foreign language.

4. Requirements for the volume, structure and design of the Promotion Thesis are established by the respective programme.
III. Promotion Council
5. The composition of the Promotion Council (hereinafter - Council) in the scientific field or subfield is determined by the relevant institution of higher education. The Council must consist of at least five scientists, who are experts of the Latvian Council of Science in the scientific field, two of them – are experts in the subfield of science in which the Promotion Thesis is defended. The Council may include foreign scientists, if received a consent from the State Scientific Qualification Commission (hereinafter - Commission). The term of office of the Council may not exceed six years. The Council acts in accordance with regulations approved by the institution of higher education.

6. All decisions of the Council, with the exception of the decision regarding the conferral of an academic degree, are taken by open ballot with a simple majority vote. In the event of equal vote, the Chairperson of the Council has the determinative vote.

7. The institution of higher education ensures operation of the Council. Implementing institution of higher education covers the costs of the defence of doctoral programmes from the funds provided for the implementation of the programme. If the Promotion Thesis author (hereinafter - Applicant) has not acquired the appropriate programme or has acquired it more than two full calendar years before without being conferred a degree, the decision on which funds to cover the costs of the Promotion proceedings will be adopted by the institution of higher education.
IV. Doctoral Thesis Submission
8. In order to obtain a degree the Applicant must submit the following documents to the institution of higher education delegated promotion rights in the respective scientific sector:

8.1. An application with the corresponding approval from the Thesis Supervisor or a Consultant;

8.2. The Promotion Thesis;

8.3. A summary of Promotion Thesis in Latvian;

8.4. A statement of an institution of higher education on the implementation of the programme or passed examinations in the chosen field, subfield and foreign language;

8.5. Curriculum Vitae;

8.6. A list and copies of scientific publications reflecting results of the Promotion Thesis;

8.7. An excerpt from minutes of the meeting of an institution of higher education or other research institution’s department (where the doctoral thesis has been developed), confirming discussions of the Promotion Thesis, its scientific novelty and Applicant's personal contribution, its novelty and personal contribution of the Applicant.
9. If the Promotion Thesis is a set of thematic publications, where the Applicant has co-authors, or a collective monograph, it must be accompanied by a written consent from all co-authors of publications included in the Promotion Thesis to use these publications for Promotion or the acknowledgement from the corresponding (leading) author about Applicant's personal contribution to the preparation of the publication.

10. Institution of higher education where the Applicant submits his or her documents for Promotion reviews formal compliance of the documents with these regulations within one week and if the Applicant: 
10.1. Has acquired the respective programme, the Promotion Thesis will be passed to the Council for review;

10.2. Has not acquired the respective programme, the Promotion Thesis will be passed to Board of Department implementing the respective programme or to the Scientific Council, which equalize academic activities of the Applicant to the requirements of the programme, for review. 
11. If there are deficiencies in the documents, the institution of higher education requests in writing the Applicant to submit the missing or inadequate documents. The Applicant must submit the requested documents within two weeks. If the submitted documents do not comply with the requirements of these Regulations, the institution of higher education returns the documents to the Applicant, indicating the failure detected. In this case, the Applicant has the right to submit repeatedly the documents but not earlier than after three months. 
V. Equalization of Applicant’s Academic Activity to the Requirements of the Doctoral Study Programme 
12. Department of the institution of higher education or the Scientific Council within one month from the day of submission of the documents decides on the equalization of the academic activities of an Applicant, who has not acquired the respective programme. Upon making a decision the following criteria must be observed:
12.1. An independently conducted thematically united research that provides new scientific cognitions and which is published or accepted for publication in scientific articles in the relevant field or sub-field of science;
12.2. Successfully passed Promotion exams of the programme;

12.3. Scientific results of the Promotion Thesis have been reported at least in one international seminar and conference of the respective scientific field or sub-field;
12.4. The Applicant has supervised at least one student’s study course thesis, qualification thesis, diploma paper (diploma project), Bachelor Thesis or Master’s Thesis  or has delivered lectures in the amount of at least one credit point in the institution of higher education or has supervised at least three students’ practical activities; 
12.5. The Applicant has lead a working group contributing to a specific part of the scientific project, participated in organising at least one international seminar or conference or has done research in cooperation with foreign scientific institutions, other scientific institutions of Latvia or enterprises.

13. If a decision on the equalisation of the academic activity to the programme requirements is taken, the institution of higher education within a week informs the Applicant and forwards the documents for further consideration by the Council. If a decision is taken not to equalise the academic activities to requirements of the programme, the institution of higher education indicates the justification and documentation is returned to the Applicant.

14. The Applicant has the right to rectify the deficiencies and to resubmit documents, but not earlier than three months after the adoption of the decision by the institution of higher education.

VI. Evaluation of the Promotion Thesis
15. The Council within one month of receipt of the Promotion Thesis decides on its acceptance for public defending. The Promotion Thesis is accepted for public defending if it meets the following criteria:

15.1. The Promotion Thesis author has justified choice of subject, has defined the objectives and tasks of the scientific research, has described scientific achievements in the subject research and the methods used, has set out as well as discussed the results and cognitions obtained, summarising them in conclusions and theses to defend;

15.2. The Promotion Thesis is a completed study, results of which are essential in the relevant scientific subfield;

15.3. Volume of the scientific thesis is in accordance with the requirements specified in the regulations of the Council;

15.4. Modern methods of analysis and data processing have been used in the Thesis;

15.5. Thesis results have been published in scientific journals or a monograph or the related intellectual property has been patented;

15.6. The results have been reported at international scientific conferences or seminars;

15.7. The Thesis is not a fake or plagiarized, or no violation of other scientific ethics has been committed.

16. Accepting the Thesis for defending, the Council:

16.1. Nominates three reviewers, of which one is an expert in the relevant scientific subfield of this Council, but the other two are subfield experts from other scientific institutions or organisations (preferably outside of Latvia);
16.2. Determines the foreign language and the period in which to prepare the Promotion Thesis summary translation in order to ensure its international availability and discussion;

16.3. Informs the Applicant in writing of the composition of the Council and reviewers;

16.4. Sets the Promotion meeting, which is not earlier than three months and not later than six months after the receipt of Promotion Thesis;

16.5. At least two weeks prior to the Promotion defence announces it in the official newspaper “Latvijas Vēstnesis” (Latvian Journal) and “Zinātnes Vēstnesis” (Journal of Science). At the moment of announcement in “Latvijas Vēstnesis” the institution of higher education ensures public availability of the Promotion Thesis on the internet and at the library of the institution of higher education;
16.6. Sends the Promotion Thesis and the related documents to the Commission within one week.

17. If the Promotion Thesis contains classified information under the Law “On State Secret” of, only a summary of the Promotion Thesis is made available on the Internet and at the library. In this case, the Council decides on the defence of the Promotion Thesis in a closed session, in which there are only members of the Council, reviewers, the Applicant, supervisor of the Promotion Thesis and other persons, which in accordance with the procedures prescribed by law are allowed access to classified information. The defence in a closed meeting will be stated in the information published by the newspapers "Latvijas  Vēstnesis" and "Zinātnes Vēstnesis".
18. Reviewers of the Promotion Thesis should not be relatives, direct subordinates or managers at work, co-authors of the publication, supervisor and consultants of the Promotion Thesis, as well as staff of the laboratory, the department or the group, where the thesis has been developed.

19. The Applicant for the degree is entitled to submit the institution of higher education grounded objections to the composition of the Council or reviewers within one month after receipt of the information referred to in sub-article 16.3 of these regulations. If the Applicant has objections to the repeatedly formed Council or to the invited reviewers, he or she can withdraw the application for Promotion Thesis defence.
20. If the Council does not accept the Promotion Thesis for of a public defence, it will notify the decision to the Applicant, stating, which of the provisions of Article 15 have not been met. The Applicant has the right to re-submit the Thesis for defence with the institution of higher education not earlier than in one year.

21. The Commission prepares a conclusion within one month after the receipt of documents mentioned in sub-article 16.6. If the Commission determines that the content and methodology of Thesis is inconsistent with the generally accepted international industry standards, the Promotion process is interrupted. This decision not later than four weeks before the public defence will be notified in writing to the respective Council indicating what requirements have been violated. In this case, the Council notifies the Applicant in writing of the decision and informs the Applicant of any further action.
22. Reviewers evaluate the theoretical novelty and practical application perspective of Promotion Thesis results, their compliance with the international science achievement levels in the respective scientific field, compliance of Applicant’s analysis and data processing methods with Promotion Thesis objectives and tasks, as well as compliance of the Applicant's conclusions and cognitions with the results.

23. Reviewers have the right to request the Applicant for additional information about the Promotion Thesis.

24. Reviewers submit the reference on the Promotion Thesis in writing to the Council stating its compliance with the requirements of the degree conferral in the specific scientific field or subfield. The Council presents the Applicant with the reference no later than three working days before the Promotion meeting.

25. If one reviewer has a negative reference the Promotion may take place, but the Applicant has the right to withdraw the Promotion Thesis and supplement or revise it.
26. If two or three reviewers' reference is negative, the Promotion Thesis will not be considered at the Council meeting and will be returned to the Applicant for revision. The Applicant may submit the revised Promotion Thesis to the institution of higher education no earlier than six months after the negative reference.

27. The Council submits a notice on the revocation of the Promotion Thesis before the Promotion meeting for publication in the newspapers "Latvijas  Vēstnesis" and "Zinātnes Vēstnesis" within one week of the receipt of revocation notice.
VII. Public Defence of the Promotion Thesis and Conferral of the Degree
28. Meeting of the Council, which decides on the Promotion, is public, except for the cases referred to in Article 17.  All interested parties may participate in the meeting, ask questions to the Applicant, the Council and reviewers, as well as comment on the Promotion Thesis.
29. Reviewers of the Promotion Thesis participate in the Promotion meeting with voting rights. The Council meeting has a quorum if at least half of the Council’s experts with voting rights and at least two reviewers are present.

30. At the Promotion meeting:

30.1. The Council Secretary notifies on the documents submitted by the Applicant, all the decisions taken on the Promotion and presents the Applicant's curriculum vitae;

30.2. The audience has the right to ask questions about the information provided by the Secretary of the Council;

30.3. The Applicant reports on the Promotion Thesis and answers questions on the content and results of the Promotion Thesis;

30.4. The Council hears and discusses reviewer references, as well as Applicant's academic discussions with the reviewers;

30.5. The Council hears the Promotion Thesis supervisor’s (consultant’s) reference on the Applicant's academic activities.

31. The decision on conferral of a degree or refusal to confer the degree Council takes by a simple majority vote in secret ballot. In case of an equality of votes, the Council holds a debate and votes again. If after repeated voting there is equality of votes, the Council re-examines the Thesis, but not earlier than one month and not later than six months after the Promotion meeting at which the decision was not taken. Until the next Council meeting the Applicant, in agreement with the Chair of the Council, has the right to make amendments to the Promotion Thesis. The Council informs the Applicant, institution of higher education and the commission in writing of the decision within one week.
32. Institution of higher education or the Commission within one month of the of decision referred to in Article 31 have the right to request in writing from the Council any documents relating to the Promotion and to challenge the decision of the Council if non-compliance of the Promotion Thesis with requirements for conferral of the degree has been detected or if the Promotion procedure has not been observed.
33. If the Commission challenges the Council decision referred to in Article 31 of these Regulations the institution of higher education has no right to issue a diploma on conferral of a degree to the Applicant until the dispute is resolved in accordance with the procedure referred to in Chapter VIII of these Regulations. 
34. If the Commission objections referred to in Article 21 and 32 on compliance of the Promotion Thesis with requirements of conferral of the degree are recognized well-founded, the Council returns the promotion Thesis to the Applicant for revision. The Applicant may resubmit the Thesis after the rectification of deficiencies, but not earlier than one year after receipt of the Commission's objections referred to in Article 21 or 32. If found in violation of formal Promotion policy, the Council summons another Promotion meeting within two months.
35. If the Commission has challenged the decision of the Council on the conferral of the degree and the Commission's objections referred to in Article 31 on compliance of the Promotion Thesis with the requirements for conferral of the degree are recognized well-grounded, the institution of higher education withdraws Chair of the Council and designates another member of the Council as the Chair.
36. The diploma on conferral of the degree is issued no earlier than six weeks and no later than six months after the Council's decision on conferral of the degree, if the decision has not been challenged.

VIII. Challenge and Appeal of Decisions
37. Institution of higher education, Council or Commission decisions and actual behaviour can be challenged within one month before Latvian.

38. Latvian Council of Science decision may be appealed before the Court observing the procedure of the Administrative Procedure Law.

IX. Final Provisions
39. Councils formed before adoption of these Regulations may continue their operation but no longer than three months after the entry into force of these Regulations.
40. Institutions of higher education, which have been delegated the right to Promotion, establish Councils and approve their regulations within three months after the entry into force of these Regulations.
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