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Rūdolfs Blaumanis and the 19th/20th Century Cultural Revolution in Europe 

Prose, drama and theatre in text and context 

                                      Riga, Valmiera 14-16. march __________________________________________________________________________
 The conference is jointly organized by: 

University of Latvia, Faculty of Humanities (FH)

University of Latvia, Institute of Literature, Folklore and Art (ILFA)
Liepāja University, Kurzeme Institute of Humanities (KIH)

Latvian Academy of Culture
On the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the birth of Rūdolfs Blaumanis
Rūdolfs Blaumanis (1863-1908), founder of the realistic psychological narrative and drama in Latvian literature, is one of the most outstanding representatives of Latvian cultural history. He was the first to point to the aesthetic function of literature by remarking in a letter: "It is not important whether you describe a rose or a pile of manure; what is important is how you do it!" Though mostly reflecting conflicts, psychological collisions and situations amongst the farming community, Blaumanis led Latvian prose and drama out of ethnographic paddock by showing the depth of human nature and new social and cultural paradigms of the early 20th century. Blaumanis accurately and aptly revealed national identity codes but he undeniably was and is a part of the major European cultural processes that marked the turn of the century. He wrote at the time when the short story came into full bloom and was a thriving  genre in Europe; moreover, he knew the German speaking cultural space  (G. Keller, G. Meyer, J. Gotthelf, P. Rosegger, L. Anzengruber, J. V. Goethe, G. Freytag, H. Sudermann, G. Hauptmann etc.), as well as Russian, English and Scandinavian literature (I. Turgenev, Ch. Dickens, W. Shakespeare, H. Ibsen). Blaumanis was one of the few Latvian writers who had direct and indirect contacts with the Baltic German intelligentsia (V. fon Andrejanoff, T. H. Pantenius, etc.).
R. Blaumanis, whose work is open to various interpretations, viz. traditionally psychological, symbolic, postdramatic, or other readings, is the only Latvian playwright whose creative heritage is an integral part of theatrical repertoire. His relevance is not fading because of his broad scope and the topicality of his work.


R. Blaumanis’s work, viz. novellas and plays, influenced the development of literary theory and criticism in Latvia and now is central to the discussion of the abovementioned genres. 

The vitality and topicality of Blaumanis’s creative heritage explains why his motifs are used by young writers, and his allusions are found in every genre of Latvian literature.

However, a big share of his creative heritage is still not acknowledged. Blaumanis’s work that was not recognized at the time of writing might be seen as innovative from today’s perspective and, hence, should be considered within the larger European literary context by studying typological similarities and parallels, allusions and reminiscences. R. Blaumanis wrote at the time when national cultures claimed their place and announced their distinct identities on the cultural map of Europe. He is a writer of modern times. 

The 150th anniversary of the birth of Rūdolfs Blaumanis is included in the prestigious list of anniversaries to be celebrated under the auspices of UNESCO in 2012/2013.
Potential topics for papers/panels include: 

1. R. Blaumanis in the context of European novellas and drama.

2. Great European novelists – the contemporaries of R. Blaumanis.

3. Drama and theatre on the eve of coming cataclysms. 

4. Novella and drama as literary genres – literary theory at the turn of the century and now. 

5. R. Blaumanis and the context of Latvian and other (local and foreign) cultures. 
Working languages of the conference: Latvian, English, German, Russian. 

Presentation length is 20 minutes.

Participants are expected to submit their proposals via e-mail by November 1, 2012. (Registration form attached) 

There is no conference fee for the participants. 

Please send your application forms to blaumanis.konference@lu.lv 


Authors whose papers are selected for the conference will be notified no later than December 1, 2012. 

The conference is organized in collaboration with and parallel to The 5th International Rūdolfs Blaumanis Theatre Festival organized by Valmiera Drama Theatre. 

Organizing committee:

Dr.philol. Ieva Kalniņa – University of Latvia, FH
Dr.art. Edīte Tišheizere – Liepāja University, KIH

 
      Dr.h.c.philol., literary scholar, Līvija Volkova 

Dr.philol. Māra Grudule – University of Latvia, FH / ILFA
Dr.art. Līga Ulberte – University of Latvia, FH

      Dr.philol. Ludmila Sproģe - University of Latvia,  FH

Dr.philol. Dzintra Lele-Rozentāle – University of Latvia, FH

Dr.habil.philol. Benedikts Kalnačs – University of Latvia, ILFA
Dr.art. Rūta Muktupāvela – Latvian Academy of Culture
                  Ph.D. Vigmantas Butkus – Institute of Lithuanian Literature and          Folklore, Vilnius
Ph.D. Anneli Mihkelev - Tallinn University & Under and Tuglas 
                  Literature Centre of the Estonia Academy of Sciences
Dr. Heinrich Bosse, University of Freiburg 

International Scientific Conference

Rūdolfs Blaumanis and the 19th/20th Century Cultural Revolution in Europe

Prose, drama, and theatre in text and context.

Riga, Valmiera 14 -16 March, 2013

Registration Form

Name:

Surname:

Affiliation:

Academic degree:

Telephone:

e-mail:

The title of the proposed presentation: 

Please note what technical equipment you will need: 

Please select the section:
1. R. Blaumanis in the context of European novellas and drama.

2. Great European novelists – the contemporaries of R. Blaumanis.

3. Drama and theatre on the eve of coming cataclysms. 

4. Novella and drama as literary genres – literary theory at the turn of the century and now. 

5. R. Blaumanis in the context of Latvian /  other  (local or foreign) cultures. 

There is no conference fee. Participants are expected to submit their registration forms and abstracts (1500 - 1700 characters) electronically by November 1, 2012 to blaumanis.konference@lu.lv  Authors whose papers are selected for the conference will be notified electronically no later than December 1, 2012. 

